
The Parable of the Weeds (or Tares) found in Matthew 13 is one of the few parables where 
Jesus provides a direct, allegorical translation to His disciples. Because He explicitly defines the 
symbols, the "deep research" into this parable isn't about guessing what the elements stand for, 
but rather unpacking the profound theological and psychological truths Jesus is revealing about 
the nature of the world, the problem of evil, and the patience of God. 
Here is a deep dive into the spiritual meanings embedded in this parable. 

The Botanical Context: The "False Wheat" 
To truly understand the parable, you have to understand the specific weed Jesus was talking 
about. He wasn't talking about dandelions. 
The Greek word used is zizania, universally understood by scholars to mean bearded darnel 
(Lolium temulentum). 
Darnel is a master of botanical mimicry. For the first several months of its growth, it looks exactly 
like wheat. Its roots tangle directly into the root system of the actual wheat. It is only right at the 
end of the harvest season, when the plants form "ears" (heads of grain), that the difference 
becomes obvious: wheat heads bow under the weight of their nourishing grain, while darnel 
heads stand straight up, bearing poisonous, bitter seeds. 

Jesus's Direct Translation 
In Matthew 13:37-39, Jesus provides the exact key to the allegory: 
Symbol Jesus's Definition 
The Sower The Son of Man (Jesus) 
The Field The world 
Good Seed The people of the kingdom 
The Weeds The people of the evil one 
The Enemy The devil 
The Harvest The end of the age 
The Harvesters Angels 

Deep Spiritual Themes 
1. The Coexistence of Good and Evil 

The most striking revelation in this parable is that God's kingdom does not arrive in a 
vacuum. Jesus is adjusting the expectations of His followers. Many first-century Jews expected 
the Messiah to immediately eradicate the wicked and establish a pure kingdom. 
Jesus is explaining that until the end of the age, the world will be a mixed field. Good and evil 
will grow side-by-side, sharing the same soil, the same rain, and the same sunlight. The 
presence of evil in the world is not proof that the Sower failed; it is simply the reality of a 
contested field. 

2. The Danger of Human Judgment 

When the servants notice the weeds, their immediate instinct is to act: "Do you want us to go 
and pull them up?" 



The Master's response—"No, because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the 
wheat with them"—contains a profound spiritual warning against human attempts to prematurely 
purify the world or the faith community. 

●​ Human sight is flawed: Because darnel looks like wheat until maturity, humans lack the 
omniscience to accurately sort the righteous from the wicked. We might pull up someone 
who is simply "immature wheat" thinking they are a weed. 

●​ Tangled roots: In human society, the lives of the righteous and the wicked are deeply 
intertwined—socially, economically, and familiarly. Violent attempts by humans to 
eradicate evil (historically seen in crusades, inquisitions, or extreme purity cultures) 
almost always result in the destruction of the innocent. 

3. The Origin of Spiritual Sabotage 

The master notes, "An enemy has done this." He points out that the weeds were planted "while 
everyone was sleeping." 
Spiritually, this teaches that evil is an intrusion. It was not part of the Sower's original planting. It 
acts covertly and destructively. In Roman law, sowing darnel in an enemy's field was an actual 
crime, viewed as an act of profound malice meant to ruin a farmer's livelihood. The devil’s goal 
isn't just to grow weeds; it's to choke out the wheat and ruin the Sower's harvest. 

4. The Patience of God 

The central command of the parable is: "Let both grow together until the harvest." 
What humans perceive as God's delay or apathy regarding evil is actually His patience and His 
fiercely protective love for the wheat. God tolerates the temporary presence of the "weeds" to 
ensure that not a single stalk of "wheat" is lost prematurely. It is an eschatological 
patience—giving time for maturity and guarding the innocent, even if it means enduring the 
presence of the wicked. 

5. The Certainty of Final Justice 

While the parable commands tolerance and patience in the present, it promises absolute justice 
in the future. The separation will happen, but it is reserved for the "end of the age," and the 
sorting will be done by angels, not humans. At maturity, the truth of every person's life is 
revealed by the fruit they bear. The weeds are gathered and burned (judgment), and the wheat 
is brought into the barn (salvation and presence with God). 
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